Neolithic/Paleolithic Document Based Analysis

Instructions: This question is based on the accompanying documents. The question is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. Some of these documents have been edited for the purpose of this question. As you analyze the documents, take into account the source of each document and any point of view that may be presented in the document. 

Historical Context: One of the most important turning points in human history was the change that occurred during the Neolithic Revolution. This shift from the Paleolithic Era to the Neolithic Era changed the course of the human race. Task: Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of global history, answer the questions that follow each document.

Document 1
[image: ]

According to the authors of this passage, what is one significant change that occurred between the Paleolithic Era and Neolithic Era?
	




















Document 2a & 2b
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Based on these images, state one advancement that occurred as the Mesopotamian culture developed a stable food supply?
	


 







Document 3
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Bases on this timeline, identify two ways that people’s lives changed during the Neolithic Revolution?
	



Document 4
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Identify one way that progress during the Neolithic Revolution helped Ulana and her friends.
	



Document 5
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Based on this document, identify two characteristics of life before the Neolithic Revolution.
	



Document 6
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Based on this document, state one impact of the Neolithic Revolution on the way people lived.
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My name is Ogg, and I am a hunter. I usually walk a great distance each day to find
my food. . . .

1 continue to hunt for a living, even though many of my friends ha
have learned to plant crops and keep animals. They live in hou
stone, and grass.

One day, while retumning from the hunt, T happened to pass the field of my friends
Ulana and Laute. . . .

“Look how well we live.” Ulana replied. “We have a steady supply of meat. milk,
vegetables, and wool. In fact, we have everything we need.” . .

“We are not afraid, nor are we hungry. We all work together and help one another.
Some till the soil. Others care for the animals. Still others make weapons and tools.
We trade goods with people in other villages. You should give up the hunt and join us,
Ogg. You will have a better life.” . . .

1left Ulana and continued to hunt for my food. But last week I returned from the hunt
empty-handed every day. 1was cold, tired, and hungry. . . .

e given up. They
s made of brick,

‘Source: Henry Abraham and Irwin Pteffer, Enjoying Global History, AMSCO
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Before the Neolithic Revolution

... Man survived the fierce test of the Ice Ages because he had the flexibility of mind to
recognise inventions and to turn them into community property. Evidently the Ice Ages worked
a profound change in the way man could live. 11w{ forerd im to depend less on plants and

more on animals. The rigours of hunting on the edge of the ice also changed the strategy of
hunting. It became less attractive to stalk single animals, however large. The better alternative
was to follow herds and not to lose them — to learn to anticipate and in the end to adopt their
habits, including their wandering migrations. This is a peculiar adaptation — the trans-humance
[nomadic] mode of life on the move. It has some of the earlier qualities of hunting, because it
is a pursuit: the place and the pace are set by the food animal. And it has some of the later
qualities of herding, because the animal is tended and, as it were, stored as a mobile reservoir of
food. ...

Source: Jacob Bronowski, The Ascent of Man, Little, Brown and Company
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.. The Neolithic Revolution also changed the way people lived. In place of scattered hunting
communities, the farmers lived in villages. Near groups of villages, small towns grew up, and
later cities too. Thus the Neolithic Revolution made civilization itself possible. e Ancient
Near East)

Within the villages, towns and cities, it was possible for people to specialize in the sort of work
they could do best. Many stopped producing food at all, making instead tools and other goods
that farmers needed, and for which they gave them food in exchange. This process of exchange
led to trade and traders, and the growth of trade made it possible for people to specialize even
more.

‘Source: D. M. Knox, The Neolthic Revolution, Greenhaven Press.
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From Food Gathering To Food Producing

. . Palelithic men could not control their food supply. So long as they relied on foraging,
hunting, fishing, and trapping, they were dependent on the natural food supply in a given area
to keep from starving. But while' Paleolithic men continued their food-gathering pattern of
existence in Europe, Afica, and Australia, groups of le in the Near East began to cultivate
edible plants and to breed animals. Often described as the “first economic revolution” in the
history of man, this momentous change from a food-gathering to a food-producing economy
initiated the Neolithic Age. Paleolithic man was a hunter; Neolithic man became a farmer and
herdsman. . . .

‘Source: T. Walter Walbank. et al., Giviization: Past and Present, Scott, Foresman and Company
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Mesopotamia: Everyday Life
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Source: The Visual Dictionary of Ancient Civiizalions, Dorling Kindersioy (adaptad)
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Clay Tablet with Pictographic
Record of Daily Rations

‘Source: The Visual Dictenary of Ancient Ciwiizations.
‘Dorling Kindorsiey (adapted)
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Early People and the Neolithic Revolution

Invention of
wheel; used
for transport

End of last
Ice Age

Domestication
of goats
Domestication
of cattle, , weave clothes
sheep, micm

Source: Vivienne Hodges, New York State Global History Regents Coach, Educational Design, Inc. (adapted)




